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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



L (Currently Amended) A method of generating an album comprising a composite 
image in which a plurality of images obtained by a digital camera are arranged in a desired 
layout, the images being obtained according to desired ones of recommended composition 
data sets stored in the digital camera, the digital camera comprising image recording means 
for recording image data sets representing the images in a recording medium with 
accompanying information regarding the image data sets added thereto, the album generation 
method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining each of tho images according to th e d e sired ones of the r e commen ded 
composition data s e ts stor e d - in the digital camera by: 

adjusting a direction of the digital camera while viewing ' th e- r e commended 
composition-image represented by a corr e sponding one of the d e sir e d - eB e s - of ^ fee 
recommended composition data s e ts, ■ thereby causing the desired one of th e 
recommend e d composition data sets and-tho imago to be obtained to be superimposed 
on a display means of the digital camera in a manner that is viewable by a user of th e 
digital camera, and 

performing a photographing op e ration with the digital-camera when the imag e 
to be obtained is confirmed by th e us e r to be in accordance with the corresponding 
desired on e of th e recommended composition data sets; and 
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reading the image data sets obtained according the desired ones of the recommended 
composition data sets stored in the digital camera and the accompanying information added 
thereto from the recording medium; and 

generating composite image data representing the composite image based on the 
accompanying information by inserting the respective images represented by the image data 
sets in image insertion areas of a template having the image insertion areas corresponding to 
the accompanying information^ 

wherein the template includes thumbnail images of the recommended composition 
data sets, and the templates are selected by a user of the digital camera and are downloaded 
into the digital camera prior to obtaining the images , 

2. (Original) An album generation method as defined in Claim 1, wherein the 
template is selected based on the accompanying information. 

3. (Original) An album generation method as defined in Claim 1, wherein the step of 
generating the composite image data is the step of generating the composite image data by 
inserting the accompanying information in the template, in addition to the images. 

4. (Original) An album generation method as defined in Claim 2, wherein the step of 

generating the composite image data is the step of generating the ■composite:;image data by 

inserting the accompanying information in the template, in addition to the images. 
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5. (Previously Presented) An album generation method as defined in any one of 
Claims 1 to 4, the digital camera further comprising: 

photographing means for obtaining image data representing a subject by 
photographing the subject; 

storage means for storing the recommended composition data sets, the recommended 
composition data sets representing images of recommended composition at various 
photographing locations by relating photographing information including location 
information representing the photographing locations to the recommended composition data 
sets; 

photographing information obtaining means for obtaining acquired photographing 
information; 

reading means for reading the desired one of the recommended composition data sets 
related to the photographing information corresponding to the acquired photographing 
information from the storage means, based on the acquired photographing information 
obtained by the photographing information obtaining means, 

wherein the image recording means is means for including the acquired 
photographing information in the accompanying information, for adding the accompanying 
information to the image data obtained by the photographing means based on the 
recommended composition, and for recording a plurality of sets of the image' data having, the 
accompanying information in the recording medium, 
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6. (Previously Presented) An album generation method as defined in Claim 5, further 
comprising the step of replacing the image data obtained according to the desired ones of the 
recommended composition data sets with prepared image data corresponding to the desired 
one of the recommended composition data sets. 

7, (Currently Amended) An album generating apparatus for generating an album 
comprising a composite image in which a plurality of images obtained by a digital camera 
are arranged in a desired layout, the images being obtained according to desired ones of 
recommended composition data sets stored in the digital camera, the digital camera 
comprising image recording means for recording image data sets representing the images and 
having accompanying information regarding the image data sets in a recording medium, the 
album generating apparatus comprising: 

reading means for reading the image data sets obtained according the desired ones of 
the recommended composition data sets stored in the digital camera and the accompanying 
information added thereto from the recording medium; and 

composition means for generating composite image data representing the composite 
image based on the accompanying information by inserting the respective images 
represented by the image data sets into image insertion areas of a template having the image 
insertion areas corresponding to the-accompanying information, 
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wherein the template includes thumbnail images of the recommended composition 
data sets, and the templates are selected by a user of the digital camera and are downloaded 
into the digital camera prior to obtaining the images 
wherein the digital camera includ e s: 

display means for e nabling a user of the digital camera to adjust a direction of 
the digital camera while viewing the recommended composition imago represent e d by 
a^ eorr o sponding one of the desired on e s of th e r e co mme nd e d - eemposition data sots, 
thereby causing the desir e d on e of th e r e commend e d comp o sition data sets - and the 
imago to be obtain e d to b e superimposed on a dispky - moans of thc-digital camera in a 
manner that is viewabl e by a user of th e digital camera r afld 

photographing means for e nabling tho user to perform a photographing 
operation with the digital cam e ra -wh e n - th e- 4magc to bo obtained is confirm e d by th e 
us e r - to - b e -in accordance with the corr e sponding desir e d one of th e recomm e nd e d 
composition data sets, whorein the image data s e ts thus obtain e d are stored in the 
recording - m e ^roa - for subsequent reading by th e r e ading means . 

8, (Original) An album generating apparatus as defined in Claim 7, further 
comprising template selecting means for selecting the template based on the accompanying 
information. 
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9. (Original) An album generating apparatus as defined in Claim 7 5 wherein the 
composition means generates the composite image data by inserting the accompanying 
information together with the images in the template. 

10. (Original) An album generating apparatus as defined in Claim 8, wherein the 
composition means generates the composite image data by inserting the accompanying 
information together with the images in the template. 

11. (Previously Presented) An album generating apparatus as defined in any one of 
Claims 7 to 10, the digital camera further comprising: 

photographing means for obtaining image data representing a subject by 
photographing the subject; 

storage means for storing the recommended composition data sets, the recommended 
composition data sets representing images of recommended composition at various 
photographing locations by relating photographing information including location 
information representing the photographing locations to the recommended composition data 
sets; 

photographing information obtaining means for obtaining acquired photographing 
information; 

the reading means for reading the desired one of the recommended composition data 
sets related to the photographing information corresponding to the acquired photographing 
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information from the storage means, based on the acquired photographing information 
obtained by the photographing information obtaining means 

wherein the image recording is being means for including the acquired photographing 
information in the accompanying information, for adding the accompanying information to 
the image data obtained by the photographing means based on the recommended 
composition, and for recording a plurality of sets of the image data having the accompanying 
information in the recording medium. 

12, (Previously Presented) An album generating apparatus as defined in Claim 11, 
wherein the composition means enables replacement of the image data obtained according to 
the desired ones of the recommended composition data sets with prepared image data 
corresponding to the desired one of the recommended composition data sets. 

13. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable recording medium storing a program 
to cause a computer to execute an album generation method for generating an album 
comprising a composite image in which a plurality of images obtained by a digital camera 
are arranged in a desired layout, the images being obtained according to desired ones of 
recommended composition data sets stored in the digital camera, the digital camera 
comprising image recording means for recording image data sets representing the images and 
having accompanying information regarding the image data sets in a recording medium, the ■■■ 
program comprising the procedures of: 
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reading the image data sets obtained according the desired ones of the recommended 

composition data sets stored in the digital camera and the accompanying information added 

thereto from the recording medium; and 

generating composite image data representing the composite image based on the 

accompanying information by inserting the respective images represented by the image data 

sets in image insertion areas of a template having the image insertion areas corresponding to 

the accompanying information, 

wherein the template includes thumbnail images of the recommended composition 

data sets, and the templates are selected by a user of the digital camera and are downloaded 

into the digital camera prior to obtaining the images 

whoroin obtaining each of the imag e s according to the desired ones of the 

re comm e nded composition data sets stored in th e digita l cam era includes the steps of: 

adjusting a direction of the digital camera whil e vi e wing the recommended 
composition imag e -repr e sented by a corresponding one of th e desir e d on e s of the 
r e commend e d composition data sets, thereby causing the d e sired one of the 
r e comm e nde d HBomposition data sots and the image to b e obtain e d to - b e ■ superimposed 
on a display m e ans of th e digital camera in a manner that is viewable by a us e r-of - th e 
digital camera, 

performing a photographing op e ration with th e digital camera when the image 
■ to be obtained is confirmed by the us e r to be in - accordanc -e-wjfe- the - , correspondin g 
d e sired one of the recommended composition data sets; and 
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■ storing tho image data sots thus obtain e d i n th e re cording medium - for 
subsequent reading . 

14. (Original) A computer-readable recording medium as defined in Claim 13, 
wherein the template is selected based on the accompanying information. 

15. (Original) A computer-readable recording medium as defined in Claim 13, the 
procedure of generating the composite image data being the procedure of generating the 
composite image data by inserting the accompanying information together with the images in 
the template. 

16. (Original) A computer-readable recording medium as defined in Claim 14, the 
procedure of generating the composite image data being the procedure of generating the 
composite image data by inserting the accompanying information together with the images in 
the template. 

17. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable recording medium as defined in any 
one of Claims 13 to 16, the digital camera further comprising: 

photographing means for obtaining image data representing a subject by 
photographing the subject; 
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storage means for storing the recommended composition data sets, the recommended 
composition data sets representing images of recommended composition at various 
photographing locations by relating photographing information including location 
information representing the photographing locations to the recommended composition data 
sets; 

photographing information obtaining means for obtaining acquired photographing 
information; 

reading means for reading the desired one of the recommended composition data sets 
related to the photographing information corresponding to the acquired photographing 
information from the storage means, based on the acquired photographing information 
obtained by the photographing information obtaining means 

wherein the image recording means is means for including the acquired 
photographing information in the accompanying information, for adding the accompanying 
information to the image data obtained by the photographing means based on the 
recommended composition, and for recording a plurality of sets of the image data having the 
accompanying information in the recording medium. 

18. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable recording medium as defined in 
Claim 17, the program further comprising the procedure of replacing the image data obtained 
according to the desired ones of the recommended composition data sets with prepared 
image data corresponding to the desired one of the recommended composition data sets. 
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19. (Previously Presented) An album generation method as defined in Claim 1, 
wherein the accompanying information includes information indicating whether or not each 
of the image data sets is used for an album. 

20. (Previously Presented) An album generating apparatus as defined in Claim 7 5 
wherein the accompanying information includes information indicating whether or not each 
of the image data sets is used for an album. 

21. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable recording medium as defined in 
Claim 13, wherein the accompanying information includes information indicating whether or 
not each of the image data sets is used for an album. 

22. (Previously Presented) An album generation method as defined in Claim 1, 
wherein the template is read out from template storage means for storing a plurality of 
templates, with reference to the information specifying the template, which is recorded on 
the recording medium. 
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23. (Previously Presented) An album generating apparatus as defined in Claim 1, 
wherein the template is read out from template storage means for storing a plurality of 
templates, with reference to the information specifying the template, which is recorded on 
the recording medium. 

24, (Previously Presented) A computer-readable recording medium as defined in 
Claim 13, wherein the template is read out from template storage means for storing a 
plurality of templates, with reference to the information specifying the template, which is 
recorded on the recording medium. 

25, (New) An album generation method as defined in Claim 1 s further comprising the 
steps of: 

obtaining each of the images according to the desired ones of the recommended 
composition data sets stored in the digital camera by: 

adjusting a direction of the digital camera while viewing the recommended 
composition image represented by a corresponding one of the desired ones of the 
recommended composition data sets, thereby causing the desired one of the recommended 
composition data sets and the image to be obtained to be superimposed on a display means of 
the digital camera in a maimer that is viewable by the user of the digital camera, and 



MSW/CTT/vas 



Application No. 09/837,198 

Reply to Office Action of February 26, 2008 



Docket No.: 2091-0239P 
Page 14 of 20 



performing a photographing operation with the digital camera when the image to be 
obtained is confirmed by the user to be in accordance with the corresponding desired one of 
the recommended composition data sets; and 

storing the image data sets thus obtained in the recording medium of the digital 
camera. 

26. (New) An album generating apparatus as defined in Claim 7 5 wherein the digital 
camera includes: 

display means for enabling the user of the digital camera to adjust a direction of the 
digital camera while viewing the recommended composition image represented by a 
corresponding one of the desired ones of the recommended composition data sets, thereby 
causing the desired one of the recommended composition data sets and the image to be 
obtained to be superimposed on a display means of the digital camera in a manner that is 
viewable by a user of the digital camera, and 

photographing means for enabling the user to perform a photographing operation with 
the digital camera when the image to be obtained is confirmed by the user to be in 
accordance with the corresponding desired one of the recommended composition data sets, 
wherein the image data sets thus obtained are stored in the recording medium for subsequent 
reading by the reading means. 
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27. (New) A computer-readable recording medium as defined in Claim 13, 

wherein obtaining each of the images according to the desired ones of the 
recommended composition data sets stored in the digital camera includes the steps of: 

adjusting a direction of the digital camera while viewing the recommended 
composition image represented by a corresponding one of the desired ones of the 
recommended composition data sets, thereby causing the desired one of the recommended 
composition data sets and the image to be obtained to be superimposed on a display means of 
the digital camera in a manner that is viewable by the user of the digital camera, 

performing a photographing operation with the digital camera when the image to be 
obtained is confirmed by the user to be in accordance with the corresponding desired one of 
the recommended composition data sets; and 

storing the image data sets thus obtained in the recording medium for subsequent 
reading. 



MSW/CTT/vas 



